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A Midsummer Dlary from Vl]ayawada

Dear Friends,

These steamy summer days are going
by quickly in Vijayawada. The monsoon
season has already wrought disaster to
the area around Bombay and, as was
the case last year, the Krishna River
once again swell and swept away the
homes of those families who had
returned to the river bed. Last summer,
we were able to feed the displaced
families for months on end. Now these
people are back in the makeshift
refugee camp put together in the bus
stand, but this time we could not
muster the funds to help them.

The number of children living in
Daddy’s Home has now topped 600.
Each home now houses at least 60 kids,
so the completion of the new homes in
Butterfly Hill is now of the utmost

urgency.

We have recently witnessed the second
“miracle” of sorts in Daddy’s Home this
year: baby Catherine, who had tested
positive to HIV shortly after her arrival,
has now turned out to be negative.
Needless to say, we were overjoyed.
The newborns we care for in Daddy’s
Home are now 28; four of them have
recently started going to kindergarten.
And we had two new arrivals this week:
Thai (the mother abandoned her at the
hospital right after delivery) and Chris-
tina - two months old - whom the police
found in the street.

In occasion of my birthday this past
June, we put together a truly memo-
rable day for our Daddy’s Home kids.
We had 5 camels and 5 horses brought

to our campus from Hyderabad. The kids
went absolutely wild and rode them
over and over for the entire day.

The recent Soccer World Cup was cause
of great trepidation in Vijayawada,too.
The municipality organized a soccer
tournament between some of the bigger
schools in town, assigning the jersey of
some of the stronger World Cup teams
to each one. Our senior squad, which
coincidentally received the jersey of
the Italian national team (which ended
up winning the real World Cup), won the
tournament, while our junior team (clad
in Germany’s colors) placed third. We
celebrated their victory in Daddy's
Home the ensuing Monday. We ordered
two large cakes in the shape of a soccer

ball and the Italian flag and played the
Italian and German national anthem.
The grand finale consisted of a fireworks
display. It was nothing to write home
about, really, but it was our first and
the kids loved it nonetheless.







