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A Kaleidoscope of Festivals
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Christmas is the most important
religious festival for Christians. On
25" December, they celebrate the
birth of Jesus with joy. On this day,
Christians will go to church. After
that, they will make some sweets and
decorate the Christmas tree. Santa
will come and give sweets to the
children.

By Erishnaveni

Christmas is my favourite festival. It
comes in the winter season, when the
climate is so cold. On the day of this
featival, the church is lighted with
colorful candles. On this day we wake
up early in the morning, take a bath
and wear new clothes. We prepare
some sweets and we give to others.
We greet our relatives by wishing
them “MERRY CHRISTMAS' and we
have our dinner topether. At night we
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go to church. We sing songs and read
short passages from the Bible. This is
my favourite because on this day
everyone is very happy. We celebrate
this festival with great joy and
happiness.

By Vasanthi

I like Christmas. On Christmas day, my
father brings new clothes. In the
childrens' homes, we bake cookies. On
that night, I will celebrate with my
friends and will go to church in my
new clothes. We will enjoy the
company of everyone.

By G. Nagasipararaon

Christmas is celebrated om 25"
December. It is celebrated because of
the hirth of Jesus Christ. Jesus was
born to bring joy to the world. It is
celebrated in the whole world., On
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Indian scciety is a rich tapestry of
different religions, languages, and
ethnicities, Though not entirely
immune from conflict, India is a
heacon of tolerance in a reglon that
is too often shaken by religious and
ethnic violence, Hindus are by far
the largest religious group, bt
Hinduism itself is an eclectic
eollection of different practices amd
beliefs, India is also home o over
100 million Muslims, 24 million
Christians, 10 million Buddhists, as
well as smaller religious groups such
as Sikhs, Jains, and Parsi, Every
year, dozens of colorful religious
festivals light up the country,
Care Jhare celebrates every
religion and encourages its children
toe practice a ereed of their own
choosing, In this issue of Butterflies,
which accompanies the Christmas
letters from the children, we have
encouraged the Daddy's Home kids
tr describe some of the main
festivals and what they mean to
them,
Federieo Ferrara
President, Carg+Share UsA

Christmas day, people hang stars on
the top of their houses identifyving
that “God is with us’. They also have
Christmas trees in their houses. On
24" night, people go to church to
offer their prayers to God and sing
carols.

By Sravanthi.G and Natasha

O this day, we wear new clothes and
go to the church to pray. In front of
my house we put small hut and in
that we put figurines of Jesus Christ,
Mary, Joseph ete. Around that, we
put lights and and a Christmas tree.
On 24 night we eat cake in my
house. We give sweets to everyhaody.

By Hemanth and Bhaovani
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Diwali

Diwali = the festival of Hghts = is
perhaps Hhe most tmportant of Hindu
festivals. It is also observed by Sikhs,
Jains, and Buddhists. It symbolizes the
triumph of good over ewid, of Dght over
darkness.  Diwall is  eelebrated
throughowt India for 6 consecutive
days in October/November with
fireworks and spectocular ighting
cdisplinys.

Driwali is the main festival celebrated
by Hindus. It is the festival of lights.
Poor and Rich people celebrate this
festival. It is celebrated in the month
of October or November, Diwali is my
favourite festival.

I the obd davs, there lived an evil man
called Narakasa, He made all the
people to live under his control, The
people were very sad living in
darkness, People prayved to Lord
Erishna to save them from evil.
Satyabhama is the wife of Lond Krishna,
Satvabhama killed the demon
Narakasa. After killing the demon the
pecphke lighted the lamps and set them

aroumnd the house,

When I was a child, T remember that
my mother bought me a nice dress and
crockers. All the houses were
decorated with lights, My mother
prepared some delicious food to eat,
In the evening my mother, friends aml
mysell burned erackers. It was a
memorable day for me.

By Raja Shekar amd 5.K, Feroz

During Diwali, people celebrate the
death of Narakasura with happiness,
People distribute sweets and delicious
dishes to their friends and relatives.
In the evening, people bum crackers.
They decomte the house with festoons,
The merchants, traders and business
men offer pooja to the Goddess
Lakshmi. They close the old accounts
and open new accounts, We burn
various bypes of crackers, We
decorate our houses with lamps, We
will offer pooja to Goddess Lakshmi,
We will celebrate the festival happily.

By Kamol Kumar & Arurn

This festival gives happiness to every
one. People wear new clothes, They'll
prepare tasty food. At might they
celebrate this festival with lights and
burn crackers, On this day, Marvadis
(businessmen) start they work as New
Year. They worship the Goddess
Lakshmi. They go to the temples.
Diwali is my favorite festival, Children,
women, men, rich, poor cte, like this
festival very much. The significance of
this festival is to make the darkness into
light.

By Sudhakar, Silvia P., and J. Padma

Dussera

Duszehra iz a festival celebrated by
Hinwluz across the country in Ootober.
In Southern India, it commemorates
the victory of the goddess Durga over
the demon Mahishasura. Coming at
the conchizion of a 10-day celebration,
Duzsera is considered an auspicious
day to begin new endeavors. IF is
particularly important in Vijoyauwada,
tefvose main landmark iz the hill temple
dedicated o Sri Kanakadurga.

Dussera is a religious festival that is
celebrated in India. It is celebrated by
Hindus. Above 70% of Hindus in India
celebrate this festival very grandly.
This festival is celebrated for ten days.
The Goddess Kanaka Durga killed the

demon Mahishasura, who was
troubling the people. She killed him in
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nine days hy appearing in nine different
forms. 5o the people pray to the nine
different manifestations of Durga. The
tenth day is celebrated as Dussera,
with much happiness and joy. People
offer pooja to all the weapons in the
house.

People from various places in India
visit Vijavawada on these ten dayvs, The
festival is celebrated with different
competitions  like oyele  races,
autorickshaw races, tractor races,
singing and musical chairs, Some
people as a belief go to the Krishna
River to have baths during these ten
days so that the Goddess would bless
them.

By Nooka Raj and Riyaz
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